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DISCOURSE I. 


* 


1. Cn; vi. 1. Me then, as workers together with bim, be- 2 
eech you alſo tbat Ye receive not the frac Y Ged i in Vain. 


—_— words contain a mort and 1 


deſcription of the duty of both goſpel miniſters and goſpel 
hearers ; for this reaſon I have choſen them as a ſuitable 


theme to direct our meditations at this time. In entering 
upon the duties of any ſtation, or relation, it is well for per- FA 
ſons to anticipate. what thoſe duties are, that having them 
arranged in their minds, they may be the better qualified __ 
for the eaſy, regular and acceptable diſcharge of the. No 
relation in human life, can be eſteemed more ſolemn and in- 
tereſting, by thoſe who realize the nature and importance _ :} 
of the objects about which it is converſant, than thatwhich f/ 
fubſiſts between a miniſtg# and his people; and therefore tue 
mutual duties of this relation ought to de well underſto oecd 
by all on whom they are incumbent. The late ſolemn — 
tranſation which we have witnefled in this place, and by --|þ 
which the paſtoral relation was conſtituted between you and 
me, ſuggeſts the propriety of my addrefling both myſelf and | 
you on the ſubject of the duties reſpectiveſy belonging e e 
in that ſacred connection which now exiſts between us. All Cs 
1 miniſters who are divinely called, and regularly in 
ducted into office, are, like their predeceſſors, the Apoſtles, 3:5 22 
workers together with God in the great affair of man's ſalv a- 
tion; and the comprehenſive object of their office is, tobes 


fesch, intreat and urge their hearers, to receive and comply 


With the goſpel | in ſuch a manner hs ſhall be available to their 5 | | 
ere g ſalvation: for, fays the text, Ve chen, as wot kers | 
Sg with him, beſeech * "alſo, that es recefue. «mat oe Brace =” 


A - x - x i ir ir i i. ir tht 


of God i in vain, From which words we may fairly collect 5 


theſe two propoſitionss 
I. Ir is the office and duty of goſpel miniſters to work together 
/ with God for the converſion and ſalvation of ſinners, 
II. I is the indiſpenſable duty of the hearers of the goſpel io 
beceive and improve it in ſuch manner as may effettually 
promote and ſecure the ſalvation of their ſouls. 
| The'e two propoſitions ſhall be the foundation of what 
1 have to offer in the courſe of the preſent day. May the 
ſpirit of God graciouſly enable me ſo to ſpeak, and you 0 
to hear, as that the ſubject we are upon may be happily ve- 
rified in our own experience; that the ſpeaker may indeed be 
a worker together with God, and that the hearers may truly 8 
8 receive the grace ot the golpel. Let us then attend, _ 
I. To the office and duty of goſpel miniſters, as workers 
topether with God tor the converſion and falvation of ſinners. 
In explaining this propoſition, it may be proper, _ 

I. To mention ſome qualifications which are neceſſary ta 
conſtitute a perſon a co-worker with God in the. buſinefs af 8 
the chriſtian miniſtry. 5 
1Ik1. To point out ſome of the 8 150 of this o. 5 
bee. in which miniſters work together with God. 2 ak. © 

| III. To ſhew how, or in what manner theſe. ati maſk 85 
56-3 per tormed i in order that they may ſubſerve the: propoſed 
; | end. 
With regard tothe qualifications neceſſary. to the office of 8 
the chriftian miniſter, the: 

1ſt; That occurs is perſonal religion, by which 11 mean an 
experimental, ſaving acquaintance with that goſpel which we 
preach to others. The perſon who is not reconciled to God, 
cannot be a co-worker with him; for how can two walk, or 
work together unlels they be agreed ? How can a perlon 
be a chriſtian miniſter who is not at heart a chriſtian ? hom "= 
can he. preach the terrors of the law to awaken, others, who - 
1 never been awakened by thoſe terrors himſelf? how can 
he charly deſcribe and recommend the grace and conſola- 
tions of the goſpel to others, who is himſelf a total ſtranger 
_ to theſe ie In a word, how can he direct ſinners ig 
"the narrow. way that leads to life, who himſelf, under the 2 
rr of, vile n, walks in the broad road to fon fe "= 
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bolder, who bringeth out 


Fe) _— 
tion ? All the genuine miniſters of Chriſt can ſay with the 


Apoſtle; Knowing the terrors of the Lord we perſuade men: 


and we are enabled to comfort others with the ſame conſolations 


 wherewith we ourſelves have been comforted of God. The queſ- 
tion which our Saviour propoſed three times to Peter, Love 


thou me ? teaches the neceſſity of perſonal godlineſs as a rad- 
ical qualification for the office and work of the miniſtry. 
The queſtion which he put to Nicodemas reſpecting regen- 


eration implies the fame thing; Art thou a maſter in Iſrael, 


and knoweſt not theſe things? Art thou a religious ruler and 
teacher, and knoweſt not the very firlt principle of true ex- 
, perimental religion? Although God may in his ſovereignty 


bleſs his own word, when ſpoken by unhallowed lips, for the 
good of thoſe to whom it is addreſſed; yet he does not own 


and bleſs fuch teachers themſelves, as co-workers with him 


in the ſalvation of precious fouls. And in the day of judg- 


ment, when they ſhall plead, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 


Pheſied in thy name? The Judge ſhall reply, I never knew vou, 


| depart from me ye workers of iniquity. 


A 24. requiſite to the office of the goſpel mninilivr; in. 2 com- 
\ 95 petent meaſure of gifts and abilities both divine and human, 
for the diſcharge of the office. Although every miniſter of 
the goſpel ought to be a good man, yet every. good man ia 


not qualified to be a goſpel miniſter. Thoſe whom God 


employs to work with him, he eraciouſly furniſhes with a 
fallcient ſtock of gifts and abilities for the 


human ſciences, which are greatly helpful to the clear and 


judicious underſtanding and explanation of the glorious do- 
ttrines and myſteries of the golpel. Thus every ſcribe that is 
inttructed into the kingdom, is like unto a man that is an bone 
of his treaſure things new aud vid. 
Accordingly we find that under the old teſtament diſpenſa- 
tion, when the ſpirit of inſpiration and propheſy prevailed, I 
there were ſchools of the prophets eſtabliſhed, wherein _ 
young men of piety were trained up for the ſacred office of 


Tung: and * the mind of God to the people, 
And 


performance f 
the work aſſigned them. And beſide thoſe miniſterial gifts 
which are immediately conferred by the ſpirit of God, he 

diſpoſes ſuch as contemplate the office and work of the min-„ 

-iſtry, to furniſh their minds with the knowledge of thoſe 
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; And the glorious Head of the church when he was about to 
leave his Apoſtles, ordered them to tarry at Jeruſalem until 
the day of Pentecoſte, when they ſhould be miraculouſly 
dived with gifts and abilities 2 the diſcharge of their 
miniſterial work among all nations. Certainly it deſerves 
ſpecial notice, that thoſe firfl preachers of chriſtianity, who 
could not, in the nature of things, ſpend time to acquire 
the knowledge of human languages, arts and ſciences, in 
the ordinary way of ſtudy, were nevertheleſs miraculouſly 
furniſhed with this knowledge betore they received their fi- 
na} commiſſion and credentials to preach the goſpel. The 
great author of chriſtianity has herein ſanctified human learn- 
ing to the purpoſes of religion. Is it not aſtoniſhing, then, 
that illiterate men will dare to ruſh into the miniſtry, and 
_ boldly plead the example of the Apoſtles as their precedent, < 
who, they ſay, were only 1lliterate fiſhermen ! This plea 
| however, diſcovers thoſe who make it, to be as ignorant of 
| the goſpe'-hiſtory,, as they are of all other learning; for the 
fact is, that the Apoſtles, though originally illiterate fiſher- 
ren, yet were the moſt learned men in the world before 


iſters are not only appointed to be teachers in tbe church 
and enſamples to the flock, they are alſo ſet for the def 
of the goſpe!; to ſtop the mouths of gainſayers : hence it is 
judged neceſſary that human learning ſhould lend its aid tor 
the miniſter of Chriſt. Were the oppoſers of chriſtianity. 
only, or | iefly to be found among the illiterate herd of 
mankind, the neceſſity of human Tearning to detend its 
cauſe would not be lo apparent; but the caſe is quite other- 
wiſe. The moſt numeroms, formidable. and furious ene- 
mies of our holy religion are ſuch as poſſeſs all the aſſiſtance 
which human learning can impart; if therefore there be nat 
the ſame advantages of learning on the other ſide, religion 
muſt ſuffer by the weakneſs of its advocates, and infidelity 
N through the ſuperior abilities of its abettor s. 
3. Perlonal religion and ſuitable giſts being ſuppoſed, 
55 5 which conſtitutes the office of the goſpel- miniſter, as a 
- co-worker with God are a regular call and induction to of 
ice, according to {cripture rule. It is not ſufficient that a 
erſon has competent abilities and qualifications for the work, 
5 8 „ 


they went out to preach the goſpel among all nations. Min 


11 


unleſs be has alſo a miniſterial commiſſion and authori ity con- 


veyed to him; either immediately from God, as was the caſe 
with the Apoſtles, which extraordinary call is not now to be 


expected; or medialely, according to the order which Chriſt 
has eſtabliſhed in his church till the end of time. This or- 
dinary call is twotold; (1) The internal call of the Spirit of 


God, whereby the mind of a perſon duly qualified i is power- 
fully inclined to ſerve God in the goſpel of his Son: I ſay a 
| Pen duly qualified, for we are not to preſume that the 


Spirit of God ever calls an unqualified perſon to this office 
and work. (2) In connection with this, there is alſo the 
external call of the church, which includes both the free 
choice of the people whom he is to ſerve in the goſpel, and 
the approbation of the preſbyterial council who ordain him 


into office. This internal and external call is declared to be 


neceſſary ; for no man may take this honor to him{elf, but 
he that is called of God as was Aaron ; and how ſhall they | 


| preach except they be ſent? 


| In aſſuming the office of the mi ;niftry, a perſon muſt 
be influenced by right motives and ends, in order that he _ 
may work together with God. However well an office, or 
work may be executed as to outward appearance, yet if it 
be performed upon wrong principles, motives and ends, it 
oo cannot. meet the divine approbation and acceptance. A fu- 
| preme love to God, a ſincere love to truth and to precious 
8 ſouls, ought to influence the miniſter of Chriſt in commenc- 


ing and purſuing his ſacred function; and a prevailing re- 


5 gard for the glory of God and the ſalvation of ſous, will goy- 
ern him in all his official conduct. Thus have I mentioned : 


Four requiſites to the conſtitution of the miniſterial office; 


"perſonal religion, — ſuitable gifts and abilities both divine and 

human, —a regular call and induction to office, —and right 
motives and ends. Theſe qualifications are expreſsly re- 
quired in the word of God, and therefore we cannot believe 


that God will own any perlon as a co-worker with him, who 


is wholly deſtitute of them. It would be eaſy to enlarge on 
this branch of the ſubject ; but time requires me to . 8 
Ceed to the - _ ; 

© , Lang propoſed, which was, to point out ſome of the 4 
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peculiar duties wherein goſpel miniſters work together with _ 


God; and the e N e 
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I mention is, preaching the word, both law and goſpel. 
This is an ordinance which God has appointed for the con- 
viction, converſion, edification and comfort of the children 
ot men, and herein one principal part of the miniſterial work 
conſiſts. They are commanded to preach the word, and to 
be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon in the performance of 
this duty. It requires a great deal of ſpiritual {kill and hea- 


venly wiſdom, rightly to divide the word of truth, fo as to 


give every one his portion of ſpiritual food in due ſeaſon. 
The Law muſt be preached, both as a covenant of works 
and as a rule of life. As a covenant of works with the tranſ- 
greſſion of which all mankind are chargeable, and conſe- 
_ guently obnoxious to its penalty, which is death ſpiritual, 
temporal and eternal. By the law in this ſenſe is the knowl- 
edge ot ſin, and of death too which is the wages of fin ; both 
which are requiſite to evince the neceſſity and defireableneſs 


of a Saviour: and thus the law is a ſchoolmaſter to bring fin- 
ners to Chriſt who is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 


all who. truly believe in him. The law muſt alſo be preach- 


e' as a rule of life to believers, who, by an intereſt in the 


infinitely meritorious righteouſneſs of the Redeemer, are de- 
livered from the condemnatory ſentence of the law as a Cov- 
enant; and at the ſame time by the all-conquering influence 
of redeeming love and grace, they are ſweetly conſtrained to 
love and obey. the law as the rule of chriſtian practice. The 
glorious goſpel muſt likewiſe be clearly expounded, as that 
which furniſhes the only remedy for the law. condemned finer : 
as that which reſtores the be lieving ſinner to his forfeited 
1 happineſs, and at the ſame time ſecures the higneſt honor of 
the divine law and government, and promotes the greatelt . 
glory of all the perlections of God. The origin, the nature, 
the properties, the doctrines, the promiles, the offers, the du- 


ties and the ſolemn ſanctions of the goſpel, muſt all be de- 5 
ſcribed and arranged i in ſuch manner as may beſt conduce to 


dilplay the glorious grace of God, and conſtrain the ſinner to 
embrace the offered lalvation. Now in thus preaching the 
lawand the galpel, the chriſtian miniſter is a worker togeth- | 
er with God; he is God's mouth. to the people; he is a ſub- 


ordinate ageat, or a mbaſlador of the glorious king and _ 
of 
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1 __ edification of the faithful. 
committed to his miniſters and other church officers the keys 


Der they bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; 


"of the church : and the we Spirit mehl bleſſes ſuch preach- 


ing to the ſaving benefit of thoſe who enjoy it. 
2: To diſpenſe the {acraments of the New Teſtament to 


proper {ubje&s is another duty in which goſpel miniſters work 


together with God. Baptiim and the Lord's ſupper are or- 
dinances which Jeſus Chriſt has appointed to be obſerved in 
his church until his ſecond coming. They are ſacred {ym- 
bols of ſpiritual bleſſings and ſeals of the covenant of grace, 
which, when rightiy diſpenſed and received, ſtrengthen and 
confirm the chriſtian's faith in the promiſes, and promote 
his obedience to the duties of the covenant. 
ot Chriſt muſt unfold the nature and ends of thele divine 
myſteries, and deſcribe the qualifications of thoſe who may 


worthily receive them; thus through the divine bleſſing, they 


become ſubſervient to the conviction and converſion of Lanes 


as well as to the confirmation and comfort. of real chriſtians. 
Prayer is a duty in which miniſters work together with 


God. Herein they are the people's mouth to God, in ado- 


ration of the divine being and perfections, in humble and 


= penitent confeſſion of ſin, in earneſtly ſupplicating divine fa- 
vors of every kind, in deprecating thoſe evils which they ei- 


ther feel or fear, and in thankfully acknowledging the 


receipt of every mercy. This piece of religious homage to 
the Almighty, when ſolemnly and devoutly performe ], is 
greatly calculated, under the divine bleſſing, to produce in 
. the worſhipping- aſſembly a reverent, humble, devout, 


thankful temper of mind; and to impreſs them with a lively 


conviction of their abſolute, univerſal dependence on the 
giver of. every good and perfect gift: and thus they are 


| happily prepared for attending in a profitable manner to 5 


every other religious duty. 


4. To adminiſter the thn and cenſures of the 


| church to notorious offenders, as neceſſity and duty may re- 


quires, is another piece of ſervice wherein miniſters work to- 


gether with God for the conviction of tranſgreſſors, and the 
The Head of the Church has 


of his ſpiritual kingdom, with this aſſurance, {hat whatſoe- 


and whatſoe- 
ver they looſe on earth ſhall be looſed in heaven. 


Paul 


The miniſter 


The Apoſtle 8 


SY 


E 


Paul ſharply reproved the Corinthian church for not exerci- 


ſing the diſcipline of Chriſt's kingdom by 10 
the inceſtuous perſon. It certainly tends to encourage an 


harden offenders in their wickedneſs, and to bring reproach 


and blaſphemy upon the cauſe of religion, when cenſurable 


_ crimes, or offenſes in the church are "neglected and overlook- - 
ed by thoſe who ought to take cognizance of them. Great 
prudence and tenderneſs however are neceſſary in exerciſing 
the diſcipline- ot the church towards offenders. Every chriſ-. 
tian method of reclaiming. them privately ſhould be tried 


before they be proceeded againſt in a public way; but when 


the caſe ſo requires, even public cenſure cannot be omitted 


without diſpiſing a ſolemn ordinance of God. g 5 
. Miniſterial vifitation of the families belonging to their 


f charge is alſo an exerciſe in which the teachers of religion 


may work together with God for the ſpiritual good of their 


people. By miniſterial viſitation I do not mean thoſe merely 


tocial viſits which civility and good neighbourhood require; 


but I mean viſits made for religious purpoſes. The goſpel 


miniſter is required to teach from houſe to houſe, as well as 


in the public aſſembly; and to know the ſtate of his flock ; 
which know ledge he cannot obtain without private confer- | 
_ ence with them on the great things of religion. In this way 


miniſters have an opportunity of dealing out thoſe particular 


inſtructions and counſels in private familiar converſation, 


which are too apt to be neglected, or miſapplied by the 
hearers, when promiſcuouſly addreſſed rom the ſacred deſk ; 


and allo by being acquainted with the ſtate of their people, 
they are enabled the better to accommodate and apply their 
publ. c inſtructions. How can a phyſician, who knows not 


the particular caſe and circumſtances of his patient, pre(- 


 cribe proper medicine? Equally unqualified is the miniſter, | 


who is a ſtranger to the ſtate of his flock, to make ſuitable 
and ſealonable applications. 

6. A particular attention to the leder inſtruction of 
the youth the young ones of the flock, is another duty 


in which the chriſtian teacher is to work together with God. 


The great Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls bas herein given 
both example and precept to his ambaſſadors, which, they 


canngt, wit aout incurcing the Fg of unfaithfulneſs, * 
| le 


3 1 
lect, or diſregard. It was foretold of him by the prophet 
Iſaiah, that he ſbould. feed his flock like a ſhepherd, ſhould 
gather the lambs with his arm and carry them in his boſom ; 
which propheſy was literally accompliſhed, when he took 
little children into his arms and bleſſed them, ſaying, /uffer 
 Hittle children to come unto me and forbid them not, for of ſuch 
is the kingdom of heaven: When he gave commandment to 
Peter to feed his ſheep, he did not overlook or negle& the 
lambs of the flock, but previouſly 1njoined laying, Feed my 
lambs. When he church inquired of him, ſaying, Tell me, 
O thou whom my ſoul Ioveth, where thou feedeſt, where thou 
 makeſt thy flock to reſt at noon ? He replies in a manner which 
indicates his peculiar care of young ones; If thou know not, 
O thou faireſt among women, go thy way forth by the footſteps | 
of the flock, and feed thy kids beſi + the ſbepherd is tents. 
Solomon ſays, Train up, or catechize, a child in the way he 
ſhould go, and when he is old he will not depart from it. F rom 
all theſs things put together, we may certainly infer the in- ; 
i Kay erg obligations by which miniſters are bound to pay p 
a ſpecial regard to the chriſtian inſtruction of the youth _ 1 
under their care; and that not only by the promiſcuous diſ- | 
penſation of the goſpel to them and others, but alſo by the 
more private and familiar methods of religious catechizing. 
One generation paſſes away and another ſucceeds. Our 
youth will ſoon be the pillars of ſociety, when their parents 
hall fleep in the duſt. The morning of youth is the beſt 
time to lay a foundation for a happy and uſeful maturity, a 
comfortable and honorable old age; yea it is the fiteſt ſeaſon _ 
to prepare for a bleſſed eternity In the view of theſe mo- 
mentous objects, how careful and diligent ought parents and 
_ miniſters to be, in working together with God, by all the 
methods of his appointment, That our ſons may be as plants 
grown up in their "vltth ; bat our daughters may be as corner. 
Hs Alone, poliſhed after the fimilitude of a falace. Once more, 
If miniſters would work together with God, they muſt 
3 etempliſy i in their lite and practice, thar religion which they 
teach to others. They muſt be enſamples to the flock in all _ 
chriſtian gtaces, virtues and duties. No character can be 
more odious both to God and man, than one who contra- 
diets by bis practice what he recommends to others by his 


preaching; 2 


1 
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8 Chriſt was ſpeaking qirectiy to his Apoſtles when, 


be faid, Let your light fo ſhine before men, that they may ſee + _ 


your good works, and glorify your father whu is in heaven. In 
the right performance of the above duties goſpel miniſters 


have reaſon to hope that God will bleſs their labours to the 


converſion and ſalvation of precious ſouls— But this nafurally 

introduces the _ 

III, Branch of the ſubje& which was to ſhew how, or in 

what manner theſe duties mult be performed i in order to ſub- 
N the propoſed end. And 

They muſt be performed with ſincerity of heart, and 

with an unfeigned view to the glory of God and the ſalva- 


tion of finners. Goſpel miniſters ought to be able to appeal 


to God and their hearers, as the Apoſtle Paul did, when 
writing to the Theſſalonians; As we were allowed to be put 
in wruft with the goſpe!, even ſo we ſpeak, nut as pleaſing men, 
but God wha trieth our hearts; for neither at any time uſed we 
flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloak of covetouſneſs, Cod 
it witneſs ; neither of men ſought we glory, neither of you, nor 
| get of others, when we might have been burdenſome 10. you, as 
the Apoſiles of Chriſt. Again he ſays, God is my witneſs whom 
I ſerve with my ſpirit in the gojpel of his Son. 
2. The duties of the miniſterial office ought to be mana- 
ged with much wiſdom and prudence. And the Lord ſaid, 
00 is that faithful and wiſe fieward, whom his Lord ſhall make 
ru er over his houſehold, to give them their portion of meat in due 
ſeaſon ? He that wineth ſouls is wiſe. The Apoſtle writing to 
the Corinthians fays, Ve preach Chrift, warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wiſdom, that we may preſent every 
mau perfect in Chriſi. And he directs Timothy, and with 
him every other miniſter of Chriſt, to ſtudy to.ſhew himſelf 
approved, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth, Whether we conſider 
the miniſterial office in its relation to the profound, myſteri- 
ous doctrines of chriſtianity, or to the various tempers and 
prejudices of mankind we muſt acknowledge the propriety 
ol the Saviour's injunction to his miniſters, Be ye w/e as 
' ferpents and harmleſs as doves. 
3. The duties of the goſpel miniſtry ought to be diſ- 
charged with chriſtian fortitude, conſtancy and perſeverance. 
| " IO 


* 
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Thoſe who are faithful in the ſacred office may expect to 
meet with many things in the courſe of their miniſtry, to 
try their ſpirits, both from enemies and profeſſed friends. 
They muſt therefore endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; muſt bear and forbear, ſteadily purſuing their pre- 
ſent duty, pitying and praying for their oppoſers, if perad- 
venture God may give them repentance unto life; but it he 
| has otherwiſe determined, leaving them to his righteous | 
Jocgment, who will render to every one according to his 
works. To this purpoſe the Apoſtle 1 injoins Timothy; Take 
heed unto thyſelf, and to thy doctriue; continue in them, for in ſo 
bow, thou ſhalt both ſave thyſelf and them that hear thee. 

. Miniſters ought to perform all their ſervices in a prayer- 
full dependence upon the divine aſſiſtance for through-bearing 
and ſucceſs in the diſcharge of the duties of their office. 
They are encouraged to exerciſe this dependence, by the 
promiſe of their divine maſter to be with them always, even 
to the end of the world. The Apoſtle Paul, though a man 
of great learning and grace, and alſo favored with the | imme 
diate inſpiration of God, yet did not preſume to do any 
thing in his own ſtrength; but frankly confeſſes that he was 
inſufficient of himſelf, even to think any thing as of him 
ſeif, But his ſufficiency was of God. Hence he boldly aſ- 
ſerts, 1 can do all things through Chriſt who Hrengtbeneth me. 
Accordingly he exhorts his fon Timothy, zo be ffrong in the 
grace that is in Chrit Jeſus. And with regard to the ſucceſs 


0 of his miniſtry he aſcribes it wholly to God. I have planted, 


ſays he, Apollos watered, but God gave the increaſe. So then 
neither is he that planteth any thing ; ; neither he that watereth, 
but God who giveth the increaſe. Every miniſter who realizes 
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theſe things as Paul did, will alſo like him, be a man of 


prayer, that the grace of God may be ſufficient for him, and 
that divine ſtrength may be made perfect in his weakneſs. 


Thus have I endeavored to lay before you ſome of the | 


” qualifications and duties of goſpel miniſters, as co-workers 

with God for the ſalvation of finners ; I have alſo briefly 

pointed out the manner in which theſe duties ought to be 

performed in order to ſubſerve the propoſed end—May we 

not then in the review of the whole, with good reaſon ex- 

claim with the Apolile,: Who is Nan for theſe things e 
Ho 


{4 


How ſolemn is the ſtation of being a worker together with 
_ God! How arduous the taſk of performing this work with 
faithfulneſs! And how dreadful muſt the conſequences be 
of doing this work of the Lord deceitfully, or untaithfully! 
With this ſacred office I am now formally inveſted among 
you. To the performance of its various duties, with a ſin- 
cere view to your eternal ſalvation, I am bound by the moſt 
folemn ties. For the ſucceſs of theſe performances you and 
I both muſt exerciſe an undivided dependence, in the dili- 
gent ule of all appointed means, upon the grace and bleſſing 
of God. Wherefore, my beloved friends, for whom I de- 
fire to trayail as in birth, till Chriſt be formed in your 
hearts, the hope of glory; permit one, who by your own 
choice is now. conſtituted a worker together with God for 
your ſalvation, in entering upon this ſacred TT, to 
aſk and beſeech of you a few things. 
I. Let me aſk and obtain your prayers for me, and for a 
bleſſing on my labors that 1 may be qualified to be a wiſe 
and faithful ſteward to this part of Chriſt's houſehold ; that 
I may open my mouth boldly, to declare unto you the 
myſteries of the goſpel, the whole counſel of God, that fo 
the word of the Lord may have free courſe and be glorified 
among you. My friends, did the Apoſtle Paul, whole nat- 
ural abilities were more than common; whole acquirements 
in human learning were very conſiderable ; whoſe gracious 


endowments and e experiences were extraordinary, and. who 


in addition to all theſe advantages was endued with divine in- 
4piration :- I ſay dul be earneſtiy requeſt the prayers of the 


55 "churches and people among whom he labored in che goſpel ? 


And ſhall not the ordinary miniſters of Chriſt realize their 
need of the prayers of their people? Yes my dear friends, 
for my own part, I ſhall eſteem an intereſt in your prayers a 
greater help to me in my ſtudies and adminiſtrations among 
you, than all the books of human compoſure to which I 
may have acceſs. 

have heard a ſtory of a pious miniſter who was ſent on a 

miſſion to ſupply vacant churches ; he took one of his people 

to accompany him in his travels. After he had preached 

| ſeveral times, his Fe re marked to him, that he did 

not pre ach lo well, and with fo much freedom as when he 
was 


17 


was at home. To which the miniſſer replied, The reafdn is, 


becauſe I have not my library with me, I mean, continued 
he, I have not ſuch a praying people here as I have at home. 


Let me then, beloved, have the advantage of this library 


and remember when you pray for me, and for a bleſſing up- 
'on my labours, you are in effect praying for yourſelves, and 


may expect to reap the happy fruits of your prayers. | 
2. 1 aſk the continuance of your ſerious and regular atten- 


- tion to the public worſhip and ordinances in this place. I 
muſt acknowledge, and 1 do it with pleaſure and without 
flattery, that your attendance at the ſanctuary and your deco- 
rum in the time of divine ſervice, have been very exemplary 
ſince I have been acquainted with you. What I aſk there- _ 
fore is, that you would perſevere in attending on the public 
inſtitutions of religion. Forſake not the aſſembling of your- 


lelves together, as the manner ot ſome i is. You cannot 1ma- 
gine what a powerful and pleaſing encouragement it affords 


dio a goſpel miniſter, to behold a reſpectable aſſembly conve- 
ned together on the Lord's day. It gives him reaſon to 
hope that his labors among them ſhall not be in vain. 
Mankind are compared to fiſhes and the preaching of the. 
goſpel to a net; they are therefore molt likely to be caught 
1 by this net, when they are collected together. 2 
I aſk the exerciſe of chriſtian candor both towards my 
pub e performances and private walk and converſation a- 
mong you. You all know that human nature is no where 
in this world to be found free from imperfections; for my 
own part, I am ſenſible that mine are numerous and great. 
Lou will doubtleſs ſometimes find, that I ſhall come to this 


deſk in a great meaſure unprepared for the ſervices of the 


ſanctuary. Miniſters have various duties and avocations of a 
domeſtic and ſecular nature which muſt be attended to in 

their proper time and place. They find their minds fre- 
quently in a very dull frame either for ſtudy, or preaching. 
And being ſubject to like paſſions as other men, and having 
a variety of characters and diſpoſitions to deal with, they 


have frequent and ſtrong temptations to utter things in con- 


verſation, which the malicious and flanderous are ever ready 


to exaggerate and improve to their diſadvantage... Conſider- 


ing theſe 3 my beloved triends, you will be diſpoſed to 
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make all proper allowances for unavoidable defects, which 
from time to time you may diſcover in me. At the ſame 
time I do not aſk your indulgence of palpable errors and in- 
conſiſtencies, either in my private, or public life. From 


ſuch errors I hope, through grace, I ſhall be enabled 2288 Is 
to IF at a proper diftance. 


I aſk the liberty of fully and faithfully diſcharging eve- 
ry Taty of the miniſterial office among you. I am now ſet 


as a watchman over this part of Zion. A moſt important 
truſt is committed fo me, which I am ſolemnly bound to 
keep. If I negle& to warn you of your fin and duty, God 
has told me in his word, that he will require your blood at 
my hand. You will therefore not only allow, but I truſt, 
will encourage and ſupport me in the faithful diſcharge of 
every duty of my office; fo that I may be found at laſt, pure 
from the blood of all men, and may give up my account 8 
with joy and not with grief. 


I aſk, in the name of Chriſt, your cordial! and ready 
compliance with ſuch duties and directions as ſh all from time 
to time be recomtnended to you in agreeableneſs to the word 


of God. It does not belong to me, or any other miniſter, 
to make rules of faith and practice for you; no: theſe rules 
are already made and contained in the ſacred oracles, and 1 
am ſolemnly charged to explain and apply them to you. 
Nou this being my duty, what am I to expect from you 
but a hearty and chearful compliance? This is perfectly re- 
ſonable and agreeable to the nature of things. For what 
purpoſe does a ſick perlon employ a phyfician, if he do not 


uſe his medicine and follow his preſcription? In like manner, 


for what end do a church and congregation obtain a miniſter, 


provided they will not receive the doctrines and perform the 


duties, which he recommends to them from the word of God ? 


And how much greater reaſon is there to comply in the lat- 
ter caſe than in the former; as that only reſpe&s the health 


of the body; this the life and felicity of the ſoul; the one 
zs preſcribed by a fallible man; the other injoined by the in- 


fallible God ? 0 then beloved, let me beſeech you to re- 


ceive and nold forth the word of life, that 1 may rejoice that 7 
do not run in vain, neither labor in vain. 


A ſhort addreſs to the youth in this place hall cloſe this 
dite Due. MY 
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MY DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, 


THOUGH many of you, by reaſon of minori 'y, and ſex, 
are diſqualified to act in the affair of ſettling the goſpel min- 
iſtry in this place; yet I flatter myſelf that in your private 
ſentiments, you are all in favor of the late ſolemn tranſac- _ 
tions here. You are the perſons who muſt ſoon ſucceed to 


be active members of this ſociety. My ſettlement here as 
a miniſter has therefore a very conſiderable relation to you. 


I wiſh to conſider you as a very important part of my charge, 
May 1 be wiſe in winning your precious ſouls to Chriſt ! 


For this purpoſe, my dear young people, let me requeſt you 


readily to embrace and improve every method of religious 
inſtruction which may be propoſed to you. I ſhall joyfully 
do every thing! in my power to train you up in the ways ok 
the Lord. I ſhall preach to you. I ſhall pray for you. 
' You may have acceſs to me at all times to converſe. with 
freedom and familiarity upon the things which belong to 
your peace, May your hearts be early ſeaſoned with divine 
grace! May you, as babes, deſire and receive the ſincere 
milk of the word! Then I ſhall have no greater joy than to 
ſee my children walking in the truth, My heart's defire and 
prayer to God for you, dearly beloved, Is 525 10 wy be 
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II. Con. vi. t. We then, as workers together with him, Be- 
. you alſo a Je receive not the Kae of Cod i in vain. 


8 office dien is Cögltituted among man- 
100 implies a mutual relation formed between the" # mrs ; 
| and reciprocal duties relulting tber 2095 
In diſcourfing from this text we have already ſeen how the 
miniſterial office is conſtituted ; what are the peculiar duties 
belonging to it; and in what manner theſe duties ought to 
be performed. T heſe things were derived from-the tormer 
part of the text, Me then as workers together with'him beſeech 
vou. The latter branch of the text which contains the duty 
of goſpel hearers yet remains to be conſidered; Mia beſrech 
you, that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 1 tireſe 
words was founded the _ 5175 75 
II. Propoſition, viz. That it is the indiſpenſebe 4 of the 
hearers of the goſpel to receive and improve it in ſuch manner as 
may eſßectually promote and jecure the ſalvation of their ſouls, - 

In explaining this propofition I ſhall endeavor to ſhew, _ 

I. Why, or on what account the golpel 1 is called the Sue = 
: or-God f, . + 
II. When it may be fad: that perſons receive the grace: ok tf >, 
God in vain? ; 
III. In what manner the goſpel muſt be na and im- 
proved, that it may be effectual to the ſalvation of the 
e 7:46 
Iv. Mention the olliaations which lie upon, all to receive 
and improve the goſpel in this manner. 

I. I am to enquire why, or on what account, the opel 
called the grace of God? 
AI h)kbat the grace of God mentioned in the text nifies the 
dodrine of the golpel, and e the doctrines of Hi: b 

p cation. 


E F 

cation and reconciliation to God, will appear evident, if we 

only look back to the context immediately preceding, where- 
in the Apoſtle was particularly handling and urging theſe 
doctrines ;—by way of inference from which he utters the 
words of our text, We then as workers together with him, be- 
ſeech you alſo, that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 
The goſpel is frequently and with propriety called the grace of 
Cod, as in Eph. iii. 2. It ye have heard of the diſpenſation 
ol the grace of God, which is given me to you ward. Tit. ii. 11. 
The grace of God which bringeth ſalvation hath appeared un- 
to all men, e. The reaſons why the goſpel 1 is to FROM m—_ 
7 xt as follow. 


. Becauſe it originated from free and Leere . ü os 


The whole plan of the goſpel ſalvation took its riſe in the e- 
ternal, ſelf-moving grace and good pleaſure of God. Ac- 
cordingly the Apoſtle writing to the Epheſians ſays, Bleſſed be 

the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, who. 
| hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in 

 Cbrif, according as he hath choſen us in him before the foundation 
of - the world, that we ſhould be holy and without blame before 
him in love; having predeſtinated us unto the adoption f chil. 
dren by Feſus Chriſi to himſelt, according to the good pleaſure of 
bis will. To the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
2. The goſpel is called the grace of God becauſe | it revenls 

| his gracious purpoſes and defigns to mankind. Life and. 
_ Immortality are brought to light by the goſpel. It informs 
us of the gracious counſels of the divine mind reſpecting ſin- 
ners from eternity, and of the gracious execution of theſe 
counſels in time. Both theſe ideas are connected in that one 
ſentence, God ſo loved the world that he gave his only begotlen 

Jon, that whoſoever believeth on him might not periſh, but have 
erernal life. In another ſentence the Apoſtle exhibits the 

Whole chain of gracious purpoſes and pertormances from e- 
ternity paſt to eternity to come; Y/hom be did foreknow, then: 
Be. 40% did predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of his Son; 
and bhi; he Aid predeſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom + 
be calle, hem he 55 juſtified ; and whom he juft ified, them.” 

he - % 0 ad. No it is peculi iar to the goſpel to reyeal 
oa deſigns to mankind. The firſt 9 of 
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II. Con. vi. t. We then, as + M together. with bim, e- : 
. gon alſo that ye receive not the Ref 2 6 Ged i in vain. 


*; 


„ e lG dich is | chaining among man- : 
| kind implies a mutual relation formed between the parties 5 
and reciprocal duties relulting therefrom. 10 
Ia diſcourſing from this text we have atcadyiſeed) how the 
: olinifterial office is conſtituted; what are the peculiar duties 
_ belonging to it; and in what manner'theſe duties ought to 
be performed. Theſe things were derived from · the former 
Part of the text, We then as workers together ꝛvith him beſeech 
Jun. The latter branch of the telt which contains Ahe duty 
of goſpel hearers yet remains to Be conſidered; M beſtertu 
you, that ye receive not the x F 15 G0 in Vain. 75 theſe 8 
wo was founded the TOUT TITS WITE- -: 
II. Propoſition, viz. That it is the indiſpenſable FEY of He 22 
bearers of the goſpel to receive and improve it in ſuch manner as 
may effeftually promote and jecure the ſalvation of their fouls. | 
In explaining this propoſition I ſhall endeavor to ſhew, 
5 Why, or on what account the golpel 1 is called the [ 


„ ot God ?., a 
I. When it may be faid that perſons receive. the grace of i] 
God in van? TE, 


III. In what manner the golpel muſt be received ang im 
proved, that it may be effectual to the ſalvation of he 

F 95 „ 

I. Mention the obligations hich lie upon, all to receive 
and improve the goſpel in this manner. . 


I. I am to enquire why, or on what account, [the golpet 18 
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called the grace of God, =: 
That the grace of God mentioned in the tend nifies the 
dockrine of the golpel, and * the gocttin of jultifh- 
catſon 
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Alion and reconciliation to God, wil appear evident, if we 
ONT look back to the context immediately preceding, where- 
in the Apoſtle was particularly handling and urging theſe 


Arier ;—by way of inference from which he utters the 


words of our text, We then as workers together with him, be- 
ſeech you alſo, that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 


The goſpel is frequently and with propriety called the grace of 
Cod, as in Eph. iii. 2. If ye have heard of the diſpenſation 
ol the grace of God, which is given me to you ward: Tit. ii. 11. 
The grace of God which bringeth falvation hath appeared un- 
to all men, &c. 'The reaſons why the goſpel 1 is fo FROG —P | 


be as follow. 


1. Becauſe it oligibated from free and Aae ne 8 
The whole plan of the goſpel falvation took its riſe in the e- 
ternal, ſelf- moving grace and good pleaſure of God. Ac- 


cordingly the Apoſtle writing to the Epheſians ſays, Bleſſed be 


be God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, who. 
bath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in. 
Chriſt, according as he hath choſen us in him before the foundation 
of: the'world, that we ſhould be holy and without blame before: 


him in lobe; ; having predeflinated us unto the adoption o, - chil 


his will. To the praiſe of the glory of bis grace, wherein be 
hath pads us accepted in the beloved. = 


© 2. The goſpel is called the grace of God becauſe i it reveals 7 
bis gracious purpoſes and defigns to mankind. | Life and. 
immortality are brought to light by the goſpel. It informs 
us of the gracious counſels of the divine mind reſpecting ſin- 
ners from eternity, and of the gracious execution of theſe 
counſels in time. Both theſe ideas are connected in that one 


ſentence, God ſo loved the ꝛworld that he gave his only begotten 
on, that 20 50% opver believeth on him might not periſh, but have. 


erern al life. In another ſentence the Apoſtle exhibits the 
Ee ehe chain ot gracious purpoſes and performances from e- 

ternity paſt to eternity to come; Whom be did foreknow, them: 
be alſo di pie deſtinate to be conformed to the image of bis Son; 
he i Predeſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom ̃ 
he "alſo juſtified ; and whom he 2 ified, them EE 
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_ this W was made to the firſt parents of the human kind N 


immediately after their ap 


acy, from which time it gradu- 


oo ally opened and brightened, like the morning light, until it 
| broke out in full day, when the glorious Sun of righteouſneſs 


appeared as a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of 
his people [{rael. To this gradual and diverſified manifeſta- 
tion of the goſpel we may apply that patlage in the · Song of 


Solomon; Who is ſpe that looketh forth as the morning, fair as. 


the moon, clear as the ſun and terrible as an army with banners ? 
3. The goſpel may be called the grace of God, becauſe it 


_ exhibits the free offer of grace and ſalvation to finners, Ho : 
every one that thirfteth come to the waters, and he that bath 10 
money come, c. The Spirit and the bride ſay, come; and let 0 


him'that heareth ſay, come; and let him that is athirſt come; a 


hoe ver will let him take the water of life freely. Bebold I 


fand at the door and knock, if any man bear my voice and open 


the door, I will: come in to hum Ao woull up with Pim. and be 
With e 


EY an Chriſt; hip is the great repoſitory of all new 10 
tha pore, generouſly invites ſinners to come and partake of 
bis neſs faying, Come unto me all ye that labor and are beavy, 


= laden, and [will give you reſt. His that cometh unto me [ will 1 
nn no wiſe caſt cut. Nay, he in the moſt affectionate manner 


expoſtulates with ſinners reſpecting their unwillingneſs to be 


faved, Ar I live, ſaith the Lord, ] bave ns Pleaſure in the death 


of funert, but-that they ſhould turn and live; turn ye, turn ye, 
for why will ye die? 2 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often. would 


I have gathered you, as a ben e ber chickens Ny ber | 


wings, Bur ye would not. 


4. The goſpel may be called the grace of God becauſe it is, 5 
; the” 3 or inſtrument by which the Spirit of Gd 
: 8 all gracious prineiples and benefits to the ſouls of. 
| 4 ” Regeneration, or the implantation of grace is effect- 


en by means of the goſpel; Of bis own will begat be , us by, 


the word of truth. Paul lays to the Corinthians, Though ye 
babe ten thoufand inſtructors in Cbriſl. yet have. we wot many. 


unberb; for in Chriſt Jeſus I haue begotten vou thraugh the guſ- 
pet, Faith, which: is a leading grace of the Spirit: cometh 
by hearing and hearing by the word of God. The ame: 
mr ve ſad of very: other "Ie e wa bleſſing Mach) o 
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poſſeſſion of ſtrong conſolations by means of the goſpel. In 
a word, there is no gracious principle, privilege, or bleſſin 
which belongs to the chriſtian character, but is conveyec 
throug h the medium of the goſpel. And this ſuggeſts. a a 


"gh Reaſon why the goſpel is fitly called the grace of God, 2 


Vi. becauſe it is itſelf the greateſt inſtance of the grace, fa- 
vor and goodwill of God to mankind. That which contains 
and conveys every other bleſſing and grace, muſt itſelf be the 


This naturally. introduces the 


II. Branch of the ſubject which was, to cent ham it may 15 
LR be faid that perſons. receive the grace of God, or goſpel in 
vain? The original word here rendered, in vain, alſo fignifies 
_ emptaly, pay ae. unprofitably, unfruitfully. And ths] how 7 
my are there who receive it only in this manner? 
 -7x.. Thoſe who, under the diſpenſation of the goſpel, re, 
1 main willfully, or voluntarily i ignorant of its glorious contents, 
may be ſaid to receive it in vain. In this caſe the light 
ſhineth in darkneſs, but the darkneſs comprehendeth it not. 


God complained of the obſtinacy and ignorance of his peo- 


ple Iſrael, 0 The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs. bis. 
maſter's crib; bus my people will not know, Ijrael will not conſid- 
er. And again, My people are deſtroyed for lack of knowledge. 
The fanie complaint is ſtill applicable to many. Although 
Sad has been at the expenſe ot the infinitely precious blogd. IN 
bol his ſon to purchaſe a diſpenſation of the goſpel for finners, 
pet, be ataniſhed O ye ene this? there are ſome wha 


n EEE. £ 


bk js conferred v upon the chriſtian ; the NO is the channel of 4 I 
its communication to the ſoul. Believers are ſanctified 
through the truth, quickened by the trutb, and are put in 


moſt exuberant expreſſion of the divine grace and goodneſs. 
Hence it is called ile glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God. The 
very term, gaſpe!, ßignifies good news, or glad tidings,—glad 
ſttidings of great joy unto all people. When God confers hi! 
goſpel on any people, he gives them the richeſt gift ot heav+ 
en; he opens to them the grand repoſitory of his infinite 
grace ;—the inexhauſtible treaſury of every good and perfect 
gaitt, and bids them come and be filled with all the fullnels 
of God. How infinitely criminal then muſt the deſpiſers of 
this goſpel be! I therefore as a worker together with him, 
beſeech you, that ye receiye not this wee ot God: in oy | 
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will not take pains carefully to look into this new teſtament 
which is ſealed with his blood; and there are others who love 


the mammon of unrighteouſneſs to ſuch a degree, that they 
refuſe to caſt their mite into the goſpel treaſury, and thus 


Fudas-like, betray: 'their maſter and their ſouls too for the ſake 


of filthy lucre. Nay, there are even ſome who ſeem to place 
ignorance of religion among the virtues ; at leaſt they wiſh 


to confider it as an excuſe, or paliation for all their other 


_ crimes ; but willful ignorance, where the means of inſtruction 
are attainable, inſtead of paliating other vices, is itſelf a crime 
of conſiderable magnitude. Let us hear the righteous judg- 
ment of God on this head. 1 is a people. of no underſtanding, 
therefore he that made them will not have mercy upon them, and 
be that formed them will ſhew them no favor. I our goſpel be 
bid, it is hid to them that are loft ; in whom the god of this world 
| hath blinded the minds of them oho believe 9 left the light of 
the glorious Sole! of Cores 28 is the i e Lis God, Jhould ſome 


unto them. _ | 
2. Thoſe who hear the blpel with pre-conceived preju- 


dices againſt any of its peculiar and diſtinguiſhing doctrines, 
may be ſaid to receive this grace of God in vain. The goſ- 
pel is a ſeit-confiftent, uniform ſyſtem of truth and duty, 
which is equally oppoſed to the favorite ſchemes of the legal 

= Fuſlliciary and the /icentious libertine; from which ſichemes the 
chief prejudices and objections againſt the pure, felf-hum- 
W religion of the goſpel are found to n e 5 


The plan of the Zuſttciary directs its heavieſt artillery atk 


ts the divine ſovereignty and grace, and eſpecially againſt the 


doctrine of juſtification by faith alone in the imputed righ- 
teouſneſs of the Redeemer. On the other hand the plan of 


the Libertine rather militates againſt the doctrine and pre- 
cepts of habitual and practical holinels, righteouſneſs,” and 
_ temperance. Neither of theſe perſons is qualified for the 
right reception and improvement of the goſpel of Chriſt; for 


the very firſt leſſon it teaches is ſelf-denial, without which 


no other of its leſſons can be learned, nor any of its ſaving 
bleſſings enjoyed. A ſcorner, ſays Solomon, ſeeketh know- 
ledge and findeth 4t not. Beware then of conceiving, or en- 


tertaining any prejudice againſt any doctrine, or duty of 


Chriſtianity, leſt you fall under: the Conditions of thole 


who receive the grace of God in vain, 3. 


tbe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the great ſubject of the goſpel 


3 doption into the family of God is a privilege which ſtands 


Hy 


Such as remain unconvinced of their cecidhing need of 
PE. e ede, muſt alſo come under the deſcription of 
_ unprofitable receivers of this grace of God. They that are 
whole, ſays our Saviour, need not a phyſician, but they who are 
ic. Although the bleſſings of ſalvation are in the goſpel 
freely offered to ſinners of every deſcription, yet it is certain 
that none will receive and embrace the offered ſalvation but 
| thoſe who have a realizing ſenſe of their abſolute need of it. 
What was the reaſon that the Jews did not receive Chriſt's _ 
_ doctrine when he taught them the ſpiritual liberty of the goſ- 
pel ? They were not convinced of their natural bondage to 
ſin and wrath, and hence they ſcornfully anſwered him, Me 
be Abraham's ſeed and never were in bondage Io any man; how. } 
ſayeſt toon, ye ſhall be made free? It was owing to ignorance - {| 
and inſenſibility of its neceſſity, that Nicodemus, that maſter # 
in [jrael, propoſed ſo many fooliſh and impertinent objections 
againſt our Saviour's doctrine of the new birth. To the ſame | ; 
ſource we might eaſily trace all the indifference, neglect, and 
contempt, with which the bleſſed goſpel is impiouſſy treated 
by too many in every age and place: they do not feel ſenſi | 
ble of their ſpiritual maladies, and theretore reject the Fw 
poſed remedy, This leads me to remark, q | 
4. That they who do not cordially embrace and receive 


teſtimony, muſt certainly be ranked under the criminal cha- F 
racter of goſpel deſpiſers, —they receive the grace of God in ö 
vain. This is the record of the goſpel, that God hath given 1 
to us eternal life, and this life is in his ſon ; he therefore who  _ 
bath the ſon, hath life, and he who hath not the ſon hath not life. : 
All the grace and bleſſings of the new covenant ire repo - 
. ited in Chriſt. It bath pleaſed the father that in him all full. 
neſs ſhould dwell. He hath made him head over all things 20 
unto the church e is his body. And God hath eftab- 
liched an inſeparable connection between the reception of 
Chriſt and the enjoyment of every ſpiricual bleſſing ; for, if 
God ſpared not his own ſon, but delivered him up for us all, 
how ſhall he not with him allo freely give us all things? A- 


connected with all ſpiritual good; but we are expreſsly told 
that this privilege is,conferred upon thoſe only who receive 
Chriſt, As many as received him, to them gave be power to be- 
come the fous A, God, even to them who believe on his name. . 
5 en 
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From all which i it is a neceſſary concluſion, that thoſe who do 
not receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord as he is offered in the gol- 
pel, are deſtitute of every ſaving bleſſing, and  conlequently 
receive the grace of God in vain. Once more 
5. The ſame may be ſaid of thoſe whoſe hearts and prac- - 
tices are not purified and reformed by means of the goſpel. 
The golpel is the doctrine which is according to Ken 

This grace of God teaches all who truly receive it to deny all 

_ ungodlineſs and worl1ly luſts, and to hve ſoberly, righteoul- 

ly, and godly, in the world. That faith whereby the goſpel 
is received, works by love and purifies the heart, and is alſo pro- 
ductive of good works; for without works it- is dead, being 
alone. Hence it it evident, that they have not rightly re- 
ceived the goſpel, whoſe hearts and lives are under the do- 
minion of impurity and vice. What has been offered has | 
in ſome meaſure anticipated ds 
III. Branch of the ſubject, which was to „lber in whas 
| manner the goſpel muſt be received and improved in order 
that it may be effeCtual to the falvation of the oul. e 
only add, . £5 Toute 
1. That it muſt be hoard and W with reverence, un- 
der a perſuaſi on that it is indeed the word of the living God, 
which worketh effectually in them who believe. This yev- 


erence of God's word and all the ordinances of religion is 


_ enjoined in the third commandment, which requires the holy 
and reverent ule of God's names, attributes, ordinances,. 
word and works. When perſons hear the golpel preached, 
if they view the lacred text and what is delivered agreeably 
to it, only as the declaration of men of like paſſions with 
themſelves, their hearts will not be i npreſſed, nor their lives 
reformed. But when the word is read, or heard with that 
ſerious and reverent attention which are due to the authority 
of Jehovah, it is likely to be accompanied with that fecret 
energy of the holy ſpirit, which renders it profitable for doc- 
trine, reproof, correction, and inſtruct on in righteouſneſs. _ 
2. The goſpel muſt be received with mee ne. This is 
he expreſs command ot God by the Apoſtle James; Where 


he lay apart all filthineſs and ſuperfluity of naughtinels and 


recelve Wiel meekneſs the ingrafted word which is E 


ble to fave your ſouls. Receive with mee okneſs, that is, with 
. b * calnmſe, 


L 27 J. 


. deliberation, and ſubmiſſion of foul. It implies a vol- 
untary, implicit ſubject ion of heart to the teſtimony of God; 

and therefore it is directly oppoſed to thoſe carnal reaſons 
1ngs,—that vain philoſophy whereby men of corrupt, proud 


hearts, and unſanctified heads pervert the ſcriptures to their 


own deſtruction. The Apoſtle Peter's direction reſpecting 


the right manner of receiving the goſpel, both illuſtrates and 


confirms the above direction of the Apoſtle James. MWhere- 
ore, ſays he, /aying aſide all malice, 3 all guile and hypocriſies 
and evil ſpeabings; as new born babes, deſire the fincere milk of 


the word that ye may grow thereby, This meek, childlike tem- 
per of mind will not fail of ſucceſs in its Inquiries after truth; 
for God has promiſed to guide the meek 1 in ne and 


to teach them his way. 


3. The goſpel muſt be N into a | good and honeſt pee 
heart in order that it may be profitable to the foul. Ac- 
 cordingly in the parable of the ſower who went out to ſow, 
our Saviour informs us that the ſeed which fell on good 
ground, are they, who in an honeſt and good heart, having 
heard the word, keep it and bring forth fruit with patience. 5 
This good and honeft heart comprehends every thing that is 
neceflary to the right reception of the goſpel. It includes an 
Vvnderſtanding heart. When any one heareth the word and 
underſtandeth it not; this is he who receiveth the ſeed by the 
way ſide; but he who receiveth the ſeed in good ground is 
he that heareth the word and underſtandelh it. It allo denotes 
a bclieving heart according to the command, Believe the goſ- 
pel. Believe in the Lord your God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed ; 
believe his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper. The word preached 
cannot profit when it is not mixed with faith in them who 
hear it. Were the promiſes and threatnings of God's word 
fully underſtood, cordially believed and brought home to the 
_ conſcience by a particular {piritual application, the reign of 


| fin would ſoon be deſtroyed, and holineſs of heart and life 


| would reaſſume the throne ; for by ſuch a believing ap- 


plication of the divine threatnings mankind would be effec- 


tually reſtrained from ſinning; and by means of the promil- 
es thus received they would become portakery of a vine ; 


Po nature. | | 
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From all which] it is a a neceſſary concluſion, that thoſe who do 
not receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord as he is offered in the got- 
Pel, are deſtitute of every ſaving bleſſing, and conlequently 
receive the grace of God in vain. Once more 
5. The ſame may be ſaid of thoſe whoſe hearts and prac- 
tices are not purified and reformed by means of the goſpel. 
The golpel is the doftrine which is according to ge 5 
Tis grace of God teaches all who truly receive it to deny all 
_ hngodlineſs and worl-Hy luſts, and to hve loberly, righreoul- 
ly, and godly, in the world. That faith whereby the goſpel 
is received, works by love and puriſies the heart, and is alſo pro- 
ductive of good works; for without works it. is dead, being 
alone. Hence it it evident, that they have not rightly re- 
ceived the goſpel, whoſe op and lives are under the do- 
minion of impurity and vie What has been offered has 4; 
in lome mcaſure nee the 8 | 5 
III. Branch of the ſubject, which was to fhow in what 
manner the goſpel muſt be received and improved in order 
that it may be effectual to the ſalvation of the 'oul. 4 (hall . 
only add, | ; 
1. That it muſt be heard and evo with reverence, un- 
der a perſuaſion that it is indeed the word of the living God, 
which worketh effectually in them who believe. This tev- 
erence ot God's word and all the ordinances of religion is 
_ enjoined in the third commandment, which requires the holy 
and reverent ule of God's names, attributes, ordinances,. 
word and works. When perſons hear the golpel preached, 
if they view the lacred text and what is delivered agreeably 
to it, only as the declaration of men of like paſſions with 
themſelves, their hearts will not be i npreſſed, nor their lives 
reformed. But when the word is read, or heard with that 
ſerious and reverent attention which are due to the authority 
of Jchovah, it is likely to be accompanied with that ſecret 


on energy of the holy ſpirit, which renders it profitable for doc- 


trine, reproof, correction, and inſtruct on in righteouſneſs. 
2. The goſpel muſt be received with meezneſs, This is 
the expreſs command of God by the Apoſtle James; Where- 
fore lay apart all filchineſs and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs and 
receive with meekneſs the ingrafted word which is a- 
ble to ſave your ſouls. Receive with meokneſs, that is, with 
99 | eee 
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calmneſs, deliberation, and ſubmiſſ on of foul. It implies a vol- t 


untary, implicit ſubject ion ot heart to the teſtimony of God; 


and therefore it is directly oppoſed to thoſe carnal reaſon- 


ings,.— that vain philoſophy whereby men of corrupt, proud 


hearts, and unſanctified heads pervert the ſcriptures to their 


own deſtruction, The Apoſtle Peter's direction reſpecting 


the right manner of receiving the goſpel, both illuſtrates and 
confirms the above direction of the Apoſtle James. MWhere- 

fore, ſays he, /aying aſide all malice, and all guile and hypocriſies 
and evil ſpeakings ; as new born babes, deſire the ſincere milk of 


the word that ye may grow thereby, This meek, childlike tem- 


per of mind will not fail of ſucceſs in its inquiries after truth; 
for God has promiſed to gory: the meek 1 in n judgment, and 


to teach them his way. 


3. The goſpel muſt be received into a goud and d 
heart in order that it may be profitable to the ſoul. Ac- 
cordingly in the parable of the ſower who went out to ſow, 
our Saviour informs us that the feed which fell on good 


ground, ate they, who in an honeſt and good heart, having 


heard the word, keep it and bring forth fruit with patience. 


This good and honeft heart comprehends every thing that is 


neceſſary to the right reception of the goſpel. It includes an 

underſtanding heart. When any one heareth the word and 
underſtandeth it not; this is he who receiveth the ſeed by the 
way ſide ; but he who receiveth the feed in good ground is 
he that heareth the word and wnder/fandeth it. It allo denotes _ 
a believing heart according to the command, Believe the goſ- 


el. Believe in the Lord your God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed ; 


believe his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper. The word preached 
cannot profit when it is not mixed with faith in them who 
hear it. Were the promiſes and threatnings of God's word 
fully underſtood, cordially believed and brought home to the 


_ conſcience by a particular {piritual application, the reign of 


fin would ſoon be deſtroyed, and holineſs of heart and life 
would reafſame the throne ; for by ſuch a believing ap- 
_ plication of the divine threataings mankind would be effec- _ 
tually reſtrained from ſinning; and by means of the promil- 
es thus received they would become partakers. ot a divine 
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4. The goſp el ought to be received with lore and thank- 


 flheſe. When Philip went down to the city Samaria and 


preached Chriſt unto them, it is added, There as joy in that 
city, Spiritual joy is the natural offspring of a believing, at- 


5 fectionate, thankful heart; hence lays the prophet, Thy word 
700 found of me, and I did eat it, and thy word was to me the joy 
and rejoicing' of my heart. And the eunuch of Ethiopia hav- 
ing heard the goſpel, believed with all his heart, and having 

bis faith confirmed by baptiſm, went on his way rejoicing. 


How frequently did the man after God's heart expreſs his 


ſuperlative affection for the word of God? Thy word is very 
pure, therefore thy ſervant Ioveth it. My ſoul hath kept thy teſ- 
Timonies, and I love them exceedingly. The judgments of the Lord 
are altogether righteous ; more to be deſired are they than gold, 
yea thau much fine gold; feveeter alſo than honey and the honey- 
comb. "Theſe expreſſions are the language of one who had 

rec val from the heart that form of doctrine into which his 
whole ſoul was moulded, juſt as metal receives the figure and 
| n of the mould into which it is caſt. 


- 5. The goſpel muſt be received with a ſavy a 
improvement of its, doctrines to the glory of God and the 
promotion of holineſs. As it originated in the ſovereign 
grace of God, ſo it muſt terminate in his glory. And all 


thoſe people, whom by a right reception and application of 
the goſpel God forms for himſelf, ſhall ſhew forth his praiſe. 
IT hey fee! themſelves under the moſt endearing obligations to 
cleanſe themſelves from all filthineſs of the fleih and lpirit, Ny 
and to perfect holineſs in the fear of the Lord. In this way 
they ſhew forth the virtues and praiſes of him who hath call- _ 


ed them out of darkneſs into marvellous hight. © Nothing 


1 5 ſhort of goſpel holineſs can qualify a perſon for heavenly hap- 5 


pineſs; for without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord; and 


nothing that defileth can enter the new Jeruſalem. None 
but thoſe who glorify God here ſhall be glorified by him 
hereafter ; for ſays the Mott High, Them that honor me I will 
honor ; but they wwho deſpiſe me ſhall be ligh'ly efleemed. The 
true recipient of the goſpel realizing theſe things, and con- 
templating the riches of divine grace already conferred upon 


him ; ; and the eternal weight. of glory laid up for him in hea- 


ven is troetly: Sans to . God 1 in his boay: and ſpirit; 


and 
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and with unfernitted diligence, in 45 bigh way of holineſs, 
_ prefſes toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
To mention the obligations which lie upon all to receive 
and improve the goſpel in the manner above-ſtated was the 
3 and laſt branch of our ſubject. And 8 
75 That the goſpel may be thus received and improved is 
Fes the rent deſign of God in conferring it upon any people.— _ 
This the Apoſtle clearly and fully teaches in the cloſe of the _ 
chapter preceding the text; All things are of God whe hath © 
reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus 2 and hath given 10 us the \ 
_ miniſtry of reconciliation ; lo wit, that God was in Chriſt recou. ; 
ciling the world to himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them; |: 
and hath committed unto us the wword of reconciliation. Nos 
then we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech | 
von by us, we pray you in Chriſt lead, be ye reconciled unto God. þ 
In which words we are taught, that God has given the word & | 
pl reconciliation, or the gofpel to ſinners, for this expreſs pur-- 
Poſe, that they by receiving and complying with it may be 
reconciled unto God. When ſinners therefore neglect, or 4 
refuſe to comply with the gracious propoſals of the goſpel, 
they do all that they can to fruſtrate the merciful deſigns of . 
Jebovah. They are chargeable with the blackeſt ingratitude _ | 
* to their greateſt and beſt benefactor. They are guilty of the —_ | 
moſt criminal-rebellion againſt the Lord of the univerſe. — 44 
They impiouſly arraign and reproach the divine wiſdom and | 
| goodneſs maniteſted in the plan of redemption and grace — — | 
Nay farther, by rejecting the word of reconciliation they 
daringly take up arms agaàinſt the Almighty, and implicitly 
challenge his power and juſtice to control, or hurt them.— 
Such is the complexion of their crime who refule to be re- 
cConciled unto God; from which we infer a powerful obliga- | 
tion on all to the cordial. believing reception of the goſpel. | 
2. For the ſame end God has appointed his miniſters to 
work together with him. Accordingly in the above- named 
context the Apoſtle informs us, that God hath given the 
miniſtry of reconciliation for the purpoſe of perſuading ſinners . 
io be reconciled unto God. And el{where ſpeaking of the min- 
iſters of religion as a ſpecial gift of the aſcended Saviour, and 
8 of the end of their e he lays, And he gave, rad 
55 : f WS G 
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Apoſtles ; aid ſome Prophets ; ; and ſome Evangelifs ; and eme 
Paſtors and Teachers; for the perfecting of the ſaints ; for the 


work of the miniſtry; jor the ediſying of the body of Chrift: till we: 
all come im the unity of the faith, and of the knowl/edge of the Jon 


of God, unto a per fect man; unto the meaſure of the ſtature of 
be fulineſs of Chi. The ſame doctrine is taught in the pat- 
able of the King who made a marriage for his Son; and who 
lent forth his ſervants to call in gueſts to the wedding, Now 
- ſhall this inſtitution of heaven merit no regard? Shall the 
miniſters of the goſpel labor in vain and ſpend their ſtrength 


for nought, becauſe their people are diſpoſed to receive the 
grace of God in vain ? Shall all their. exhortations, expoſtu- 


lat'ons and intreaties meet no better reception than an idle 
tale or fictitious romance? If ſo, theſe labours of love ſhall 
riſe up in judgment againſt thoſe on whom they have been. 
 truileisly expended ! This leads me to mention a 


3d. Affecting conſideration to enfore the right reception D 


and improvement of the goſpel ; the force of which every 


one, who has any remaining ſenſibility. of heart, or any belief 


in a fate of tutwe retribution, muſt feel and acknowledge: 

I mean, the a2gravated prniſhment of goſpel-deſpiſers inthe com- 

lug world ;—1-puniſhment heightened and exaſperated by 
all the Ae and offers of ſalvation that are made in tbe 

golpel ;—by all the means of grace, gitts and. opportunities 

which are enjoyed under the goſpel ; and by all the enven- 
omed ſtings of a conlcience, refleing upon all theſe ineſti- 
mahle priwileges which have been imyiouſly lighted and a- 

_ bufed, but can never be recalled, Tuis is the condemnation 

that light is come into the world, and men loved darkneſs 

rather than light, becauſe their deeds are evil. 

Jeſus hall be Tevealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, 

m fliming fire, taking vengeance on them who know not 

God, and 20 bo obey not the goſrel of our Lord Jeſus Chrif, who 

- -* ſhalt be puniihed with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre- 

ene of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, when he 


The Lord 


mall come to be glorified i in his ſaints, and to be admired in 


all them thy rt believe. Theſe are ſolemn confiderations.— -_ 
May they have their juſt weight 1 8 5 al A 7 "mines and - 
15 e iafturace 89 conduct. & C1 | | 
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0 I preſume has been ſaid to illucidate ad eſtah⸗ 
1 A the topics which we propoſed to diſculs. What remains 
is to bring all home by a particular application to ourſelves. 
The text itſelf requires this; for in it the Apoſtle makes par- 
ticular application to the Corinthians of thoſe doctrines and 
duties which in the former part of the epiſtle he bad taught 
them. This was his method in all his epiſtles; firſt to teach 
the great truths of chriſtianity, and then to apply them. I 
then, after his example, beſeech you, my beloved {riends, 
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. In the former 
part of this diſcourle, I mentioned a number of characters to 
whom this charge is applicable. Thoſe who under the means 
of knowledge and grace continue in wilful and voluntary 
ignorance of the truth ;—thoſe who hear the goſpel with 4 
Preconceived prejudices againſt any of its peculiar doctrines; 
D ſuch as remain unconvinced of their abſolute need of te 
goſpel ſalvation; ſuch as do not cordially receive and em- ; 


= 
| 


brace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as offered in the goſpel; ane 
thoſe whoſe hearts and practices are not purified and reformed: 
by means of the goſpel, are all guilty of rece:ving tbe grace” I 
of God in vain, That none of you my beloved licarers, may 
be found among theſe obnoxious characters, let me beſcech 
uu to.receive and reduce to practice the follow: ing directions. 
1. Be careful in all the ways of divine appointment to ſeek 
e a rational, {criptural, judicious and experimental know- 
ledge of divine things. By attentively reading the word of 
_ God, and hearing it preached; by converſation with religi- 
ous perſons ; by ſerious meditation on what you thus read 
and hear; and by frequent and fervent {upplications to the 
Father of lights for the illumination and guidance of his 
Spirit into all truth: by perſeverance in theſe duties, you 
may expect to obtain that knowledge of divine truths W 10 
is connected with eternal life. 
2. Read and hear the word of God without prejudice. * 
as a worker together with God am obliged to declare his 
whole counſel, whether people will hear, or forbear ; whether 
they will be pleaſed, or offended. Some are ready 
to lay, that it is unneceſſary for miniſters to preach /uch and 
88 doctrines; — but this is caſting an impious reflect ion on 
- the blefled God, or if it be a ra to oy ANY, doc- l 
trine 
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trine of chriſtianity, it muſt have been ey cis 
for God to reveal that doctrine; and therefore God has done 
& needleſs, vain thing ! The doctrines which relate to the di- 
vine ſovereignty are what many are unwilling to hear and re- 
ceive, and therefore they diſcard and condemn them at once 
without allowing them a fair trial; whereas were theſe doc- 
trines, as fated in the Bible, candidly weighed in the ballance 
of r:ght reaſon, they would appear equally evident and ne- 
ceſſary as the exiſtence of a God. Who upon principles of 
_ reaſon can diſpute the abſolute right of the glorious Architect 
of the univerſe to do what he will with his o What rea- 


ſonable creature can pretend that the eternal, unchangeable, 


10{initely wife Governor of all worlds ſhould act in the great 
affairs of his government without any fixed plan of opera- 
tion? I know there are many pretended inferences and con- 
cluſions drawn” from the doctrines of God's ſovereignty and 
eternal purpoſes ; ſuch as, that theſe doctrines render God a 
reſpector of per ous ; cruel and unjuſ to ſome, —partial to oth- 
ers ;—that they deſtroy the free agency of man, — ſuperſede 
the uſe of means, & c. But theſe and the like inferences 
from the above doctrines, are upon | candid examination 
found to be the unfair deductions of ignorance ;' or rather 
Perhaps the /orry /ubterfuges of depravity and guilt, TO 
deny the exiſtence and truth of every thing that we are un- 


able ſully to comprehend and underſtand, would land us in 


* Fo unverfal ſcepticiſu. The Apoſtle Peter did not diſcredit, or re- 
;ject his brother Paul's writings becauſe he found in them ſome 


things bard to be underſtood; although he tells us that on this 


very account the unlearned and unſtable perverted them to 
their own deſtruction. It is perfectly reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 


that many things in a divine revelation will be profound and 


ler los. becoming its glorious author. And experience 
* intorms us, that thoſe objects of ſcience which are obſcure 
and unintelligible to us in our childhood and youth, become 
00 eaſy and familiar when our underſtanding and reaion 
are matured by age. Beware then of diſcrediting any ſcrip- 
ture doctrine either becaule it exceeds your preſent compre- 
henſion, or becaule it is contrary to the favorite propenſities, 
on and practices of depraved nature; for God has not 


given | 


% 


. — ———— . y Eb SEE LS rr 


5 5 


given us a Tevelatlon ſuited to cheriſh our ignorance and de- 
pravity,obut deſigned to make us wiſe and bily and happy. 
When you hear the moral character of mankind 
Ren from the word of God, be entreated to apply this 
character to yourſelves, in order that you may be perſuaded 
of your periſhing need of the goſpel ſalvation. When the |? 
word is thus heard with perſonal application, it is quick and 1 
powerful ; it excites an earneſt inquiry in the ſoul after the - 
way of ſalvation ; but when perſons hear the character of ©. 
ſinners drawn without ſelf-application, conſcience remains © 
untouched, unawakened, unconvinced ; hence the gvipet | 
remedy 1 18 undervalued and neglected. 5 ſs 

4. Above all things receive with faith, 1 joy and thank- Wh 
fulneſs the divine Saviour, —the unſpeakable gitt ot God, 4 
who is freely offered to every one of you in the goipel; and 
who himſelf graciouſly ſolicits ycur acceptance of him fay= ?: 
ing, Behold T Rand at the door and knock, & c. O ray friends, 3 
can any ot you be ſo ungrateful to the bleſſed Saviour, and 1 
ſo cruel to yourſelves as to refuſe to open the door and give 
kim entertainment! Will you treat this glorious perſonage Wy 
with leſs attention and reſpect than you are wont to do a pp 
beggar who knocks at your door! Will you not open *e 
door and aſk him to come in and receive him joytul The 
reception, or rejection ot the Saviour is the very” turning 
point upon which the eternal happineſs or culer? of « ever * 
gofpel hearer will be determined. 775 

Finally, let me as a worker together with 6: 4 belenchs : 
you all to live, a& and walk ory of the 05{-ci- and its 
privileges which you now enjoy. Ever beat ja wind anJTe-" =. 
duce to practice the apoſtolic injunction; Only let your co 4 
verſation be as it becometh the goſpel of Cbril, et your con- 
verſation be holy, heavenly, humble, juſt and bea-volent,. 
By this all obſervers will judge what ſpirit you are of. T he 
change of name and of the form of eccleſiaſtical government | 
which has lately been adopted by you, will doubtleſs be 
matter of animadverſion to many, and fubje& you to the 
jealous inſpect ion of ſome who will wiſhfully watch and wait 1 
for your halting and uſe their anfluence to promote it. But . 1 = 
as long as we ſteadily purſue the path of truth and duty, we -# bets 
are in an raab 3 bartels W the gates of hell 8 . 
4 | 8 3 
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"earth cannot injure us; - hangs every lep that we take — 4 
ftom the divine rule we put ſo many weapons into the hands 

of our enemies to deftroy us. Be exhorted moreover to ſtu- 
qy the things which make for peace and edification. It is 
our duty as tar as in us lies, to live peaceably with all men; 
but as this is ſometimes impoſſible, yet let us ever bear in 
mind, that it is eflential to our exiſtence and happineſs as a 
religious ſociety, that wwe be at peace among qurſelves. Let 
every one therefore who deſires the proſperity of this part of 
Zion, be upon his watch and guard againſt every ſecret, or 
open delign to diſturb our union, or to break our peace. 
And no as I feel myſelf under ſpecial obligations of love 
and gratitude to you, my dear people, for all your paſt kind- 
neſs and friendſhip to me and mine; and as the mutual 
- friendſhip is beightencd by the ſacred relation which is now 
cConſtituted between as, 1 ſhall conclude with my beſt wiſhes 
. andprayersfor your temporal & eternal weltare. May the God 

df Jacob choole this for his dwelling place May he lay or... 

Ibis is my reſt, here will I dwell, for J have defired it ! May 
(dae bleſs you out of Zion, May many ſons and daughters 
among the aged and the youth be ſpiritually born here; 
wa ing on the precious bread of life be nouriſhed up to 
the meatire of the ſtature of the ſullneſs of Chriſt! May 
the Lord jeſue, bo was crucified on Calvary be enthroned 
nin all Your hearts; and may Ju live and Na with him 
0 th * forgver. 3 did 68 3 
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